
 

 
 

 
 
 

Ten years of the CEFR and the ELP  
CercleS Seminar 

 
Ten years ago, in 2001, the European Year of Languages was celebrated with 
much success in 45 different countries. In that memorable year, the Common 
European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) was launched, together 
with its complement the European Language Portfolio (ELP).  
This means that 2011 is a historically and internationally significant year for the 
European language learning and teaching community: a year in which we can 
look back on the use and the impact of the CEFR and the ELP. It is also a time 
when we can look forward to new challenges and opportunities. 
We are therefore extremely proud to invite you to this seminar organized to 
celebrate the triple anniversary of the European Year of Languages, the CEFR 
and the ELP. 
 
 

CEFR and ELP Seminar 
The central role of the learner in using the CEFR and the ELP 

24-26 November 2011 in Groningen, the Netherlands 
 

This Seminar will be the third seminar in a series, the first of which took place in Dublin 
(2007) and the second in Padua (2009). 
 
This Seminar will be organised in cooperation with CercleS and the Association of Dutch 
Language Centres NUT. It will be held at the University of Groningen and hosted by the 
University of Groningen Language Centre.  
 
CEFR and ELP 
The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR: 2001) 
emphasizes that the central objective of language education is ‘to promote the favourable 
development of the learner’s whole personality and sense of identity in response to the 
enriching experience of otherness in language and culture’. Taking this holistic 
understanding of the learner as its starting point, the CEFR, together with its 
accompanying tool the European Language Portfolio (ELP), creates the potential for the 
development of greater learner autonomy in the language learning process. However, the 
CEFR leaves the precise interpretation of learning needs and objectives to the learners 
themselves and their teachers: ‘It must be left to the teachers and the learners 
themselves to reintegrate the many parts into a healthily developing whole’ (2001: 1). 
From the start, therefore, the CEFR and ELP have emphasized the role of plurilingual 
learners, together with their teachers, at the centre of the language education process.  
 



This seminar aims to discuss the extent to which we are succeeding, through the use of 
language portfolios and other CEFR-related tools, in encouraging lifelong learners to 
take an autonomous role in the learning of a variety of languages.  
 
The seminar will address three areas: 
1. CEFR-related tools, such as the European Language Portfolio (ELP) or similar 
portfolios, which enable or empower learners in the autonomous development of 
language skills. 
2. The role and identity of the learner, and the extent to which our use of the CEFR/ELP 
leads to the promotion of the ‘learner’s whole personality’ during the language learning 
process.  
3. The role of the teacher in relation to the language learner in the context of the 
CEFR/ELP and other tools currently available for language learning. 
 
Venue:   The University of Groningen  
 
Date:   24 – 26 November 2011 
 
Participants:  Expected number of participants: between 175–200 
 
Call for papers:  15 May – 15 July 2011 
 
Registration fee (in 
Euros) 

 Until 30 September 2011  From 1 October 2011 

 Member  130   155 
 Non-member  155   175 

 
Expenses covered:  Registration 

Coffee and tea during breaks 
Lunches 

 
Programme Thursday 24 November 

5  – 9 p.m. Registration 
6  – 7.30 p.m.  Welcoming word from the Director of the Language 
 Centre  
 Welcoming word from CercleS 
 Welcoming word from NUT Board 
 Musical interlude 

 
Friday 25 November 
  8.30 a.m. – 4 p.m. Registration 
  9 – 10 a.m.  Keynote speech 
10.30 a.m. – 12 noon  Parallel presentations (10.30 – 11 – 11.30) 
12 noon – 1.30 p.m. Lunch 
1.30 – 2.30 p.m.  Keynote speech and discussion 
3 – 4.30 p.m.  Parallel presentations: (3 – 3.30 – 4) 
5 – 6.30 p.m. Guided city tour (optional) 
7  – 8 p.m.  Reception, Welcoming word from the Rector of the 

University (provisional) 
 



Saturday 26 November 
8.30 a.m. – 4 p.m. Registration 
9 – 10.30 a.m.  Parallel presentations: (9 – 9.30 – 10) 
11 a.m. – 12.30 p.m. Parallel presentations: (11 – 11.30 – 12 noon) 
12.30 – 1.45 p.m. Lunch 
1.45 – 2.45   Keynote speech and discussion 
3 – 4 p.m.   Parallel presentations: (3 – 3.30 – 4) 
4 – 5 p.m.   Discussion and closing speech 
5 – 6 p.m.  Reception, farewell words  

   
Places to stay (t.b.a.)  € 58  –  € 150  per night 
 
Presentations 

- Members of CercleS 
- NUT members 
- Keynote speakers: to be announced 

 
Scientific Committee (provisional) 

- Prof. Kees de Bot, University of Groningen, Faculty of Arts, Vice Dean and 
Education Officer 

- Dr Marjolein Verspoor, University of Groningen, Language and Linguistics, 
University Lecturer 

- Dr Sake Jager, University of Groningen, Faculty of Arts, Head IT & Education 
- Dr Kevin Haines, University of Groningen, Language Centre, Educational 

development, innovation and research officer 
- Dr Johann Fischer, Universität Göttingen, ZESS, President of CercleS 
- Mary Ruane, University College Dublin, Applied Language Centre, Director, 

CercleS ELP Convenor of first seminar 
- Fiona Dalziel, University of Padua, Convenor of second CercleS ELP seminar 
- Anje Dijk, University of Groningen, Language Centre, Director 

 


